
 

 

 

Our Vision 

A Community Transforming Lives 

Our Values,  
Grace, Inclusion, Dignity, Faith and Hope. 

 

Parramatta Mission acknowledges that all of  our work and 
our 36 sites are on the land of  traditional owners.   

We pay respect to the traditional custodians of  the land on 
which we gather, and acknowledge Elders past and present, 

and emerging leaders. 

 

Congregational life @ Westmead & Parramatta,  
Hospitality, Community and Mental Health  

Services across Greater Sydney, Central Coast,  
Hunter and Mid-North Coast 

OUR NEWS  
17th February 2019 



 

 

Leigh Congregation 
REPRESENTATIONS TO COUNCIL  
 
Many thanks to everyone who rallied for the cause and emailed their councillors 
and/or the Acting CEO of Parramatta Council regarding the ‘land grab’ set to  
disadvantage Parramatta Mission and reduce our service capabilities. Thanks 
also to Keith for his representations on our behalf and to all the PM staff,  
members and supporters involved in seeking a breakthrough on this matter. In 
addition to the extensive Aboriginal history of our site in Parramatta, our land on 
Macquarie Street was granted by Governor Macquarie in 1820 for the purposes of 
Christian worship, and for the provision of support to the community. From the 
opening of our first Chapel in 1821 until the present, our congregations have 
reached out to the vulnerable and marginalized – and sought a realization of the 
PM values of ‘Grace, Dignity, Inclusion, Faith and Hope.’ An update regarding this 
important issue will be provided to the congregations as soon as possible. In the 
meantime, let’s keep prayerful & keep strong. Thanks to our own Bruce  
Streatfeild, who played his violin at Leigh Memorial on Tuesday morning as a  
gesture of protest and as an act of encouragement for all involved in the effort for 
justice. 



 

 

WORSHIP COMMITTEE + FUTURE DIRECTIONS 
The first Worship Committee meeting for 2019 will be held after the service this 
Sunday 17 February, with the next Future Directions meeting being scheduled 
for 7.30–9.00pm at the Alan Walker College on Thursday 21 February. RSVPs/
enquiries: Clive. 
 

SYRINGES WARNING – CAR PARK 
A volume of syringes has recently been found in the car park. Do not attempt to 
handle or dispose of these without the correct protection and a designated 
sharps disposal bin. Congregation members are asked to supervise children on 
site and to provide guidance. Thank you. 
 

GLOSTER UDY SOCIETY – LUNCH @ WESTMEAD 
During Parramatta Mission Week this year, donors and supporters of PM are 
invited to attend the Gloster Udy Lunch on Thursday 7

th
 March – 12.00 – 

2.00pm at Westmead. Guest Speaker will be Angela Daynes, Manager, Adult 
and Family Services. RSVP by 22/2/19 to Jenny Fuda 
(jenny.fuda@parramattamission.org.au)/ 9891-2277. 
 

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER 
 

You are invited to share in the World Day of Prayer at Westmead Uniting 
Church, 10.30am, Friday 1 March, 2019, inc. Morning Tea. This year's special 
day is being led by the people of Slovenia with the theme: Come - Everything 
is Ready!  
 
 

mailto:jenny.fuda@parramattamission.org.au)/


 

 

DEEPENING FAITH and RELATIONSHIPS with others Worship 
Sundays 9.45am  
Bible Study- Mondays 2.00-3.30pm   
Fellowship- Tuesday 5

th
 March 2019 2.00pm     

MAKING A DIFFERENCE 
Time Out Café (TOC)- Tues/Thurs 11.00-1.30pm   
Play Group – Mondays and Wednesdays 9.15-10.45am   
Open Door -Wednesdays 1.00-3.30pm    
Tai Chi- Fridays 10.00-11.00am         

WESTMEAD Congregation 
CHANGE OF BOOM GATE CODE AT 175 
 

The code for the boom gate needs to be changed as people have given away 
the code to others beyond Parramatta Mission and more people are using the 
car park to avoid paying parking which results in those who should be able to 
use the car park often not finding a spot. The code will be changed Monday 
18

th
 Feb. Please see Rev Christine for the new code. It is important we do not 

share this with others. The car park is available for members of the three  
congregations, the motel staff and guests and staff from Parramatta Mission 
there on church business. If you do not have the code please go to reception 
and ask for the day code. We are researching the usage of the car park to assist 
us with the future needs in a redevelopment. Staff at reception need to know 
who is on the premises at all times so this is also a matter of safety. Please leave 
your name, number plate and a contact phone number for the staff to contact 
you in case of emergency. This information will only be used for emergency or to 
assist in research (excluding private information). 
MEMBERSHIP 
Thank you to all who have completed membership forms. The roll has been  
confirmed by the Leaders’ meeting. There will continue to be some follow-up to 
ensure that everyone is confident of their membership. 
MISSION ZONE 
The Cumberland Mission Zone will meet at Westmead on Wednesday 20

th
  

February. If you would like to attend then please see Rev Christine. 
WORLD DAY OF PRAYER 
Westmead will also host the World Day of Prayer service on 1

st
 March at 

11.00am. All are welcome to attend. Please see Rev Christine or Lorna if you will 
be present. The service will join with people across the world- with a focus on 
Slovenia. 
PRAYING FOR PARRAMATTA COUNCIL 
Please pray for Parramatta Council as we negotiate appropriate changes to their 

request for land from PM and our desire to build in a way which both assist the 

council in their desire and fulfils the work we seek to do with the most vulnerable.  



 

 

 

A great day at afternoon of bowls was followed by delicious afternoon tea  

 DID YOU KNOW   ..... 
 

FRANKLIN GRAHAM 
(son of Dr Billy Graham) 

 
will be speaking in Sydney at the 

 
International Convention Centre, Darling Harbour 

 
23rd and 24th February, at 7.30pm 

 



 

 

 
FIJIAN Congregation 

Veisiko: Kerei me tomani tiko na veisiko vaka matamasumasu se yadudua e na veiyasa 
ni koro duidui eda tiko kina. Lewe levu na noda mai Viti e ra tiko vakagade, cakacaka se 
vuli ka gadreva tu na veivuke/veisiko.  Ke dua e gadreva na veivuke tukutuku mai vei 
Vakatawa se Chairman. 
 
Masumasu: Nuitaki sa tekivu na sota vaka mata masumasu ena noda vei yasa ni koro.  
Ke gadrevi na veisiko VakaiTalatala ki na vuvale yadua se matamasumasu, tukutuku mai 
vei Vakatawa se Chairman.     
 
Mata ki na Church Council: Gadrevi me dua ma mata vou ki na Church Council,  
tukutuku mai vei Chairman ke dua e bole me qarava na i tavi bibi qo. 
 
JNC: Vakayacori rawa na matai ni veitalanoa (conversation) kei ratou na Talatala ka na 
tomani tale ena macawa rua mai qo. Kerei meda masulaka tiko nodratou cakacaka. 
 
Sunday School: Ena kena gauna, vakadonui ena bose sa oti mera gole ki na Kids Camp 
Out:  2nd – 3rd March. Kerei e so na qase cake mera  laki veivuke nodra qaravi na gone 
ena gauna ni keba.   
 
Youth: Sota ena bogi ni Vakaraubuka ena 7.30pm ena Coffee Shop. Veitaratara kei Ofa/
Samu baleta nomuni porokaramu ni siga Vakaraubuka ka tarava (22nd Feb).  
 
Bose ni Future Direction: Vakayacori ena 21st Feb. ena 7.30pm – vakadeitaki malua 
vanua me caka kina - mata ki na FD Committee:  Ini, Ima, Sosi. 
 
Sydney Alliance (14 March): Ni sa sureti na Turaga, Marama, Cauravou kei na 
Goneyalewa ki na sota, veivosaki,veitalanoa me baleta na Sau ni Vale kei na Livaliva/
Gas (Affordable Housing & Energy) ena Sydney Town Hall; kena tukutuku matailalai 
tale eso veitaratara kei Ofa. 
       
Veidigidigi - Toso ni Veiqaravi nei Keith: Qaravi rawa ena Siga Tabu sa oti, ena  
Vavakoso e tolu-Leigh Memorial, Leigh Fijian, Westmead; era veidigidigi na Church 
Council ena bogi ni Tusiti – 12th Feb.  kei na Presbytery ena Siga Vakarauwai 16th Feb. 
   
Lay Preachers’ Course: Vakacavara vakavinaka o Samu na vuli ni Lay Preachers ka 
soli nona Certificate ena bose ni Presbytery ena noa (Vakarauwai) - vinaka na  

gugumatua. 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

Luke 6:17-26 
 

17 And coming down with them (from the mountain) he stood on a level place, 
and a great crowd of his disciples and a great multitude of people from all Judea 
and Jerusalem and the coast country of Tyre and Sidon 18 who came to hear 
him and to be cured from their diseases, and those who were being tormented 
from unclean spirits were healed.  19 And the entire crowd sought to touch him, 
because power went out from him and cured all.  20 And he lifted up his eyes on 
his disciples and said: “Blessed are the poor, because yours is the kingdom of 
God.  21 Blessed are those who hunger now, because you will be satisfied.  
Blessed are those who weep now, because you will laugh.  22 Blessed are you 
when people hate you, and when they exclude you and rebuke you and cast out 
your name as evil for the sake of the Son of Man.  23 Rejoice in that day and 
leap for joy; for realise this, your reward is great in heaven; for in the same way 
their fathers did to the prophets.  24 But woe to you that are rich, because you 
have received your consolation.  25 Woe to you who have been satisfied now, 
because you will hunger.  Woe to those who laugh now, because you will mourn 
and lament.  26 Woe when all people speak well of you; in the same way their 
fathers did to the false prophets. (Translation by Keith Hamilton) 
 

Reflections 
 

Luke’s Gospel has often been the book from the Bible reflected upon by people 
involved in social justice and social action through community services.  For 
those who love cricket, David Shepherd, once upon a time opening bat for  
England, became the bishop of Liverpool.  It was tough times on Merseyside.  
Margaret Thatcher was Prime Minister, and she took strong exception to the 
way in which the Bishop was campaigning on behalf of the good of the city and 
those disadvantaged.  When she accused him of being a communist, the Bishop 
went onto the front foot and declared that, as a matter of fact, all that he had 
been doing was reading the Gospel of Luke and taking it to heart.   
 

There is a challenge to the powerful who ignore the plight of the poor. A  
challenge to people who separate faith from actions, and refrain from prayerful 
action to include people often excluded by society.  The blessings and woes are 
a provocative teaching and also connect to Mary’s song of reversal, the  
Magnificat: 
 

And Mary said, “My soul magnifies the Lord, 47 and my spirit rejoices in God my 
Saviour, 48 for he has regarded with favour the humiliation of his female slave.  
For now this; from now on all generations will consider me blessed; 49 for the 
One who is mighty has done great things for me and holy is his name.  50 And 
his mercy is on those who fear him from generation to generation.  51 He has 
shown strength with his arm, he has scattered those who are arrogant in their 
heart; 52 he has disposed of rulers from thrones and exalted the  
undistinguished;  53 he has filled the hungry with good things and the rich he 
has sent away empty.  54 He has helped his servant Israel, in remembering his 
mercy,  55 as he promised our ancestors, to Abraham and his descendants  
forever.  



 

 

 
 
Civic Link: You would be aware of the concerns that Parramatta Mission has 
expressed this past week regarding the City of Parramatta’s proposed Civic 
Link.  Thank you to those of you who expressed your democratic rights and let 
members of Council know your concerns.  The present state of play is that the 
Council deferred the decision on releasing the proposal until 25 February.  In 
the meantime, I have been active and seeking out advice on the best way to 
proceed.   
 

Some of the key issues are: 
 
1. The draft proposal for civic link was released in 2017.  In that document was 

a clause I negotiated with the then Administrator of the city that said  
buildings along the link, for example 119a Macquarie St, could have a  
cantilevered building over their own land, and thus providing access to the 

civic link.   
2. The draft proposal from the Planning department brought to the City of  

Parramatta Council Meeting on 11 February 2019, had that clause of the 
cantilever removed. 

3. New to the proposal was the requirement that the Civic Link be clear to the 
sky, meaning no building can overhang the Civic Link. 

4. New to the proposal is the requirement that Parramatta Mission give up 7 
metres of land on the southern side of 119a Macquarie St, (the back of the 
Fellowship and church) to a lane way, to enable one-way southbound  
vehicular access between the Church and 5 PSQ (the Council building). 

5. While this lane way had been discussed it was 6 metres and not 7 and had 
the capacity for overhang of a cantilever, and was not for vehicles, but  
pedestrian access only.  The cantilever has been removed in the latest  
proposal. 

6. New to this proposal is that under the civic link and the proposed land, there 
be no underground use.   

7. The inability to have underground use under the Civic Link reduces the size 

of a potential carpark for Parramatta Mission under 119a Macquarie St. 

8. The inability to have underground use of the land under the 7-metre-wide 
lane on the southern side of 119 Macquarie St, means that an underground 
car park link from 99a Macquarie St, the entrance to the underground car 
park, cannot extend to the 119a property, thus preventing any underground 
car park on 119a Macquarie St 



 

 

9. The new proposal includes removal of land from the northern end of land, 
facing onto 119a Macquarie St.  This further reduces the capacity of  
Paramatta Mission to use the land at 119a Macquarie St.  The planning 
department desire to have the light rail station out the front of the church,  

 which is inconsistent with the desire by Planning to have the heritage of 
 the church revealed.  It will also mean that when there is a wedding or 
 funeral, people exiting the church (the church has a capacity for 700  
 people) will stop the light rail. 
 
10. In summary, the proposal differs from previous proposals in that it  

reduces the width of the building by 6.5 meters, the length by 7 metres at 

the  southern end, and by setback of unspecified amount at the  
northern end, it prevents the underground use of the land, and it does this 
with no men tion of compensation, and indeed says that Parramatta Mis-
sion will give the land over for public use.  That is, it reduces the useable 
land of 119a Macquarie Street by 50%, and the total carpark by 50% 

 
11. 97 and 99 Macquarie Street (The Epworth) – Provide a 3.5m on each 
 property along the common boundary to create a 7m shared service  
 accessway.  This is new. 

 

The only conclusion that can be drawn is that Planning Department of City of 
Parramatta Council seek to excise Parramatta Mission from the centre of the 

city.  This then becomes an issue about what makes for a good city. 
 

Additionally, Planning wants the Civic Link to be a straight line from the Railway 
to the River.  However, most architects will say that a straight line in a city is 

boring and not good planning. 
 

Here are some key messages: 
 
1. “This situation has a background and context, Parramatta Council, along 
 with the developer (of Parramatta Square) Walker Group gave public land 

 (6.5m) to the NAB, which has just copped a hammering in the banking 
 royal commission.” Dr Chioatto said. 
 
2. PM supports the link from rail to river but it’s unfair for us to be penalised 
 by taking away half our building while our neighbour (NAB) is rewarded 
 with public land. 
 
3. “To make their link happen, they have to find that land somewhere. And 
 now they want to take land away from a not-for-profit which has been 
 here for 200 years and help the most vulnerable in society. So council is 
 taking from the poor to give to the rich.” Said Dr Chioatto. 
 



 

 

4. Taking 6.5m of our building mightn’t sound like much, but what it actually 
 means is that Parramatta City Council are taking away half of our building 
 and if you want to put a dollar value on it, it’s $30 million in building value,” 
 Dr Chioatto said. 
 
5. “It’s a huge, huge concern and we’re outraged by what council’s doing.” 
 Senior Minister Keith Hamilton said “This move by council will directly 
 harm and reduce the ability of Parramatta Mission to do God’s good work 
 in the heart of Parramatta,” 
 
6. “One of the things we want to provide with this is low-cost accommodation 
 for people who are at risk of homelessness, and University students,” 
 Planning’s proposal seriously threatens this plan Rev Hamilton said. 
 
7. PM supports the link from rail to river and only wants to best use its own 
 land to better provide services for the most vulnerable in our society. 
 
8. Effectively we and those we help, who are the most vulnerable in our soci
 ety, are being hurt with a building loss value of $30m while the bank is 
 being helped – what would NAB customers think? 
 
9. We do not want the city of Parramatta to become like the Martin Place tent 
 city, that was overrun with homeless people. Our solutions include provi
 sion of affordable accommodation and wrap around services which mini
 mise the numbers of rough sleepers in Parramatta. 
 
10. We seek a win-win solution for the city of Parramatta Mission and have 
 solutions to do this which ensures the most vulnerable groups in our com
 munity are not even further disadvantaged.  
 
 

Lent commences 5 March with Ash Wednesday 
 

This year the congregations are encouraged to use the daily devotion by Walter 
Brueggemann, A Way Other Than Our Own.  I have ordered copies, which will 
be made available.  People may wish to make a donation towards the costs, but 
the cost should not cost should not prevent anyone participating.  The book is 
also available on Kindle.  Each Wednesday night through Lent I will lead a 1 
hour discussion of that weeks reflections at AWCE 6-7 pm.  I will also lead a  
discussion at Westmead during the daytime – details to follow.  During Lent 
each congregation is encouraged ask 6 people, one each week to share for 1-2 
minutes in worship of their reflections of that week. 
 
 

 



 

 

 
 
 

Stations of the Cross is an annual event at Northmead High School 
 

It is a collaboration of Northmead High School and Northmead Uniting Church.  
This year Parramatta Mission are joining in this collaboration.  Fourteen artists 
have been asked to either paint or sculpture an item on one of the stations that 
also speaks to a contemporary theme.  This year the Stations of the Cross  
exhibition will be from 8-21 April.  Consideration is being given to how we can 
incorporate this into our Lenten devotions, including a possible group visit 
which might coincide with one of the Lenten discussions, mentioned above. 
More details to follow. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Last Friday night Parramatta Mission launched its centre for faith and public 
issues.  My thanks to the three candidates for the state election for the seat of 
Parramatta who put themselves forward.  From Left to right, Rev Niall Reid, UC 
minister at Northmead, who moderated the evening, Cl Phil Bradley, Green’s 
candidate, Liz Scully, Labor candidate, Dr Geoff Lee, Liberal Candidate.  
Thanks to all who turned up after the ‘big storm’ in the Parramatta area.  Also 
thanks to Associate Professor Rev Clive Pearson, member of Leigh Memorial 
and current supply minister for the Leigh Fijian Congregation who brought a 
reflection on the good city, good leaders and the public good.   



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
headspace at Parramatta celebrated its 7

th
 birthday last Thursday.  Thank you to 

all the staff, the YAC (Youth Advisory Committee) and consortium partners  
working with people with a lived experience of a mental illness, making a  
difference in the lives of so many people. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our Engagement Day bus tour visited headspace Parramatta and joined the 
birthday celebrations. 
 

 
 



 

 



 

 

 

 

Foster your faith this week 
 
 

 

Gen 45:311, 15 Ps 37:1-11,39-40 
 
 

1 Cor 15:35-38 Lk 6:27-38 

 

Pastoral message for this week…. 
 
 

 

Parramatta Mission: 
We just want to be a blessing to this region 

Everyone has a place in a good city 

“Looking at Luke” 
 
Presented by Rev. Bill Loader, Emeritus Professor at Murdoch University 
A seminar for lay preachers and those who want to understand the Bible 
more deeply 
 

16 March from 9am 
Blacktown Uniting Church, 59 Bungarribee Rd, Blacktown 

Cost: $15 (including refreshments and lunch) 
 

Rev Dr Rob McFarlane 
Presbytery Ministry Leader 
Parramatta Nepean Presbytery 
Uniting Church in Australia 
 
Mob/Cell: 0400 825 739 [International +61 400 825 739] 
Office: 02 9837 1209 [International +61 2 9837 1209] 
 
Web: pnp.unitingchurch.org.au 
Email: rob@pnpuca.org.au 

mailto:rob@pnpuca.org.au


 

 



 

 

 
 
 
 
The people of Parramatta Mission invite you to pray for:  
 
 
 PM congregations and staff. For headspace, the Parramatta redevelopment 

negotiations. The people we contact every day that we might exhibit the 
values of grace, inclusion, dignity, faith and hope.  

 
 PM Leigh Memorial: The Briggs, Ali & family, Shane and his friend,  

Elizabeth & family, Wilhemina, Gloria H, Ian & family, Brian & Marcel, Joan, 
Hazel, Betty E, Col, Betty B, Victoria & family, Darlene & Neil, Jolame & the 
Open Church team, Sunday School & Youth. Let the Leaders know of any 
additions  

 
 Lyall Weaver and Family following the death of his father 
 
 PM Leigh Fijian: Adriu Rogoimuri, Senitiki Qata and family, Niko Balavu, 

Mili Sigani, Terry Koh-Butler, Young Adult and their Families.  
 
 The JNC work of calling a Minister of the word for the Fijian Congregation.  
 
 PM Westmead: Gary family, Scott, Sushila and her family, Reg and 

Heather, Robyne and Phil. All farmers and their communities, Sharon, Keith 
and Noeleen, Debbie and Michael, Kevin, Jean, Caroline and David A, Josh 
and his family (Kerryn, Peter and Ben), Mrs E and family, Mary and Aloy 
and the boys, Silvano, Jinky, Isabella and Gerard, Mary, Justice and family, 
Aravind and family, Tanzida, Nancy, Paula and Geoffrey, Garry, Chris and 
family, Rob, Jodie and Family, May, Rajes (Sandra),  Henry, Phyllis, Vita, 
Col, Al, Mrs G and family, Judy, Shanika and family, Ashima and Anusha 
Saxena, Lyn, Sheila W, Ruth and Lela, Mr and Mrs S, Carmen and Rob, 
David and Christopher  

 
 UC congregations of the Cumberland Zone: Dundas/Ermington,  

Northmead, North Rocks, Carlingford, West Epping, Centenary,  
Wentworthville, Holroyd, Greystanes, Grantham Heights, Parramatta  
Mission, Auburn.  

 
 We pray for Blaxland-Warrimoo Uniting Church.   
 
 We join the World Council of Churches in prayer for Belgium, Luxembourg, 

Netherlands 
 
 
 

 

Prayer Points 



 

 

Worship Services at  

Parramatta Mission  
 

Mon to Fri 9.00am - 2.00pm       Open Church @ Leigh Memorial 

Tuesday    1.10pm         Holy Communion @ Leigh 

Sunday     9.30am            Leigh Memorial Congregation @ Leigh 

   9.45am       Westmead Congregation @ Westmead 

    11.15am       Leigh Fijian Congregation @ Leigh 

1.30pm                 Korean Faith Community @ Leigh 

  7.00pm                 Praise, Prayer, Cake & Coffee  @ Leigh 

 

                  

                   

 
 

Contacts 

 

  

 For all e-tree news follow the link below 
 http://www.parramattamission.org.au/etree 

Leigh Memorial Congregation: Rev Dr Manas Ghosh 0429 892 548  
 

Leigh Fijian Congregation: Rev Dr Clive Pearson, Supply Minister 0409523024 
 

Leigh Korean Faith Community Minister: Rev Hyun Goo Jun 0433 320 588  
 

Leigh Memorial Church, 119 Macquarie St, Parramatta  
 

Westmead Congregation: Rev Christine Bayliss Kelly 0409 925 607  
 

Westmead Church: 175 Hawkesbury Road Westmead: 9891 9354  
 

Senior Minister/CEO: Rev Keith Hamilton 0417 487 446  
 

Church Office: 9891 2277 Email : wecare@parramattamission.org.au  
 

Children’s Hospital Chaplain  : Sarah Bishop  0429 912 943  
 

PM WSU Chaplain : Rev Dr Amelia Koh Butler 0427 955 157 

http://www.parramattamission.org.au/etree
mailto:wecare@parramattamission.org.au

